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1,000 multi-function displays
for Sukhoi 30 handed over to
HAL
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About 1,000 units of indigenously manufactured multi-
function display (MFD) for installation in India's frontline Sukhoi 30 MKl fighter aircraft has been
handed over to state-run HAL.

The displays w ere manufactured by Samtel HAL Display Systems (SHDS), a joint venture betw een
Samtel Avionics and Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).

Now out of a planned fleet of 272 Sukhoi aircraft w ith the Indian Air Force, 143 w ould be flying
w ith India-made MFDs - a critical component of an aircraft cockpit.

SHDS is the only company to receive CEMILAC (Centre for Military Airw orthiness and Certification)
Type Approval for manufacturing MFDs.

The Samtel-HAL joint venture w as set up in 2007 to address the avionics requirements, including
test benches and systems for all IAF star platforms - both fixed and rotary wing.

The journey began in 2004, w hen Samtel signed the contract w ith Defence Research Development
Organisation (DRDO, earlier called as DARE) for technology development of Su-30 MFDs.

After 5-6 years of efforts, Samtel w as able to fully develop the technology and it w as envisaged
by HAL and the Ministry of Defense to create a centre of excellence in the formof JV to nurture
this home grow n technology.

Samtel as a parent company w ould bring in this technology for lateral deployment on all platforms -
Su-30, light combat aircraft (LCA), intermediate jet trainer (JT), light combat helicopter (LCH) among
others and HAL as the other partner would bring in the market for using these displays on all HAL
star platforms.



